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9th Grade Titles 

Freshman Theme: Navigating Transitions 

 

The Running Dream 
by Wendelin Van Draanen 
 
Anyone who has ever had a dream or been told a dream is unattainable will relate to this 
book.  The main character overcomes amazing obstacles to be able to run again in the 
wake of a serious accident. 
 
Recommended by Hinsdale Central’s Book Club 
 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

https://youtu.be/LUHiGHDYkoA


 

Dreamland Burning 
by Jennifer Latham 
 
A seventeen-year old finds skeletal remains on her property, and a gripping page turner 
ensues marrying contemporary young adult lives with historical fiction in alternating 
chapters. 
 
Recommended by Hinsdale Central Reading Marathon Participants 
 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

 

Between Shades of Gray 
by Ruta Sepetys 
 
This story shows the power of hope and the resilience of the human spirit. 
 
Recommended by Jill Tylk, English Teacher 
 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and 
Redemption 
by Laura Hillenbrand 
 
Unbroken is the kind of nonfiction book that reads like the best adventure fiction.  It’s the 
kind of story that will make your heart race and make you stay awake way past your 
bedtime.  Read this World War II tale and you’ll have a new hero:  Louis Zamperini 
 
Recommended by David Lange, English Department Chair 
 
Check out the book trailer video here and the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Eleanor and Park 
by Rainbow Rowell 
 
Teaches empathy and about appreciating differences. 
 
Recommended by Laura DiMarco, Math Teacher 
 
Check out the book trailer video here.  

https://youtu.be/y7u7IXjrCSY
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7824322-between-shades-of-gray?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7824322-between-shades-of-gray?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8664353-unbroken?from_search=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjfGxiE2UzI
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8664353-unbroken?from_search=true
https://youtu.be/xbRXcwFkqoU
https://youtu.be/xbRXcwFkqoU


 

Tell the Wolves I’m Home 
by Carol Rifka Brunt 
 
Tell the Wolves I’m Home reminds us that each of us is on a long and winding journey 
filled with highs and lows that can make or break us. This story shares the importance of 
walking that journey beside those who love and strengthen us. 
 
Recommended by Leah Giarritano, Library 
 
Check out the book trailer video here.  

 

Okay for Now 
by Gary D. Schmidt 
 
Okay for Now explores issues of identity, family, love, creativity, and survival as Doug 
moves to a new town and is forced to grapple with others’ view of him, his war-torn 
brother, and his abusive father.  Although it tackles tough issues, this coming-of-age story 
will also warm the heart and make the reader laugh! 
 
Recommended by Lauren Otahal, Library 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here.  

 

Burn Baby Burn 
by Meg Medina 
 
Teen voices are loud and clear in this book narrated by a high school senior just waiting 
for summer.  The intense setting of New York City, 1977 serves as a fascinating backdrop 
with arson, blackouts, and a serial killer on the loose. 
 
Recommended by Hinsdale Central’s Reading Marathon Participants 
 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

 

The Great Alone 
by Kristin Hannah 
 
The newest from the author of The Nightingale has the reader furiously turning pages 
through this mother-daughter story after they move to Alaska. The father takes them there 
after his service in Vietnam and they all struggle there as his mental state deteriorates. 
Alaska becomes the 4th main character. 
 
Recommended by 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

https://youtu.be/QFVmyFKPCjM
https://youtu.be/QFVmyFKPCjM
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9165406-okay-for-now
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9165406-okay-for-now
https://youtu.be/co8NS-9v6Bk
https://youtu.be/bGB7zkSX-uQ


 

One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and 
a Magical Baseball Season 
by Chris Ballard 
 
One Shot at Forever is the true story of a high school baseball team from rural Illinois and 
their unexpected run for the state title. The coach irritates most other coaches in the 
league with his unconventional style, but he inspires his players and changes a town. It is 
an entertaining and enlightening read. 
 
Recommended by Jim DiDomenico, English Teacher 
 
Check out the book trailer video here.  

 
 
 
 

10th Grade Titles 

Sophomore Theme: Questioning Beliefs and Values 
 

 

The Poet X 
By Elizabeth Acevedo 
 
“Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever 
since her body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do 
the talking. 

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and 
passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like 
prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, 
who her family can never know about. 

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, 
Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is 
invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever 
attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing 
her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be 
silent.”  (Amazon.com). 

Recommended by Ms. Saunders 
 
Check out two excerpts performed by the author here and here. 

 

https://youtu.be/hVMlA0cG9LY
https://youtu.be/hVMlA0cG9LY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAKiLr__ppM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAKiLr__ppM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIsma9GtJlU


 

The Children of Blood and Bone 
By Tomi Adeyemi 
 
Former Hinsdale Central High School student, this author pens a thrilling magical book 
that keeps the readers on their toes. If fantasy is your genre, you’ll want to pick this one 
up. 
 
Recommended by Erin Fratella, Social Studies 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

 

The Nightingale 
by Kristin Hannah 
 
When the Nazis invade France in WWII, two sisters are set on different paths. One is 
forced to let a German captain live in her home; the other joins the French resistance. 
Told over the span of the entire war, this novel includes the point of view of characters 
from the 1990s as well.  
 
Recommended by Myles Laffey, Library 
 
Check out the book trailer video here.  

 

You Will Know Me 
by Megan Abbott 
 
This book is a real page turner and discussion-starter about integrity, moral value, and the 
emphasis of family in a person's life. It also plays heavily on the value of being a "star" in 
sports. The story will stick with you, and you will think about it long after you have read it. 
 
Recommended by Mary Ann Cook, Administrative Assistant 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here.  

 

Your Inner Critic is a Big Jerk 
by Danielle Krysa 
 
Ever feel that your inner voice isn't your best asset? This book will allow you to reconsider 
your creative self. 
 
Recommended by Pat Potokar, Art Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here.  

https://youtu.be/IEuXbnhxoqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCw2wUSHu84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCw2wUSHu84
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25251757-you-will-know-me
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25251757-you-will-know-me
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28780061-your-inner-critic-is-a-big-jerk?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28780061-your-inner-critic-is-a-big-jerk?ac=1&from_search=true


 

All We Have Left 
by Wendy Mills 
 
The novel follows two teens in the twin towers on 9/11 and those left behind struggling 
with the answers to why this tragedy occurred. 
 
Recommended by Jordan Stob, English Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here.  

 

Hillbilly Elegy  
By JD Vance 

 
A memoir that reveals what it  is like to grow up in the working class in America. 
 
Recommended by Katie Janicek, English Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Beartown 
By Fredrik Backman 
 
A fictional account of a hockey team revered by the small town until a serious accusation 
comes out and secrets threaten to divide the town.  This novel has sensitive subject 
material. 
 
Recommended by William Walsh, Principal 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 
 

 

Station Eleven 
by Emily St. John Mandel 
 
This novel begins in the future as a pandemic spreads wiping out most of the population. 
The book takes the reader through the story of living before and after the pandemic and 
how the characters are connected. 
 
Recommended by Hinsdale Central High School’s Book Club 
 
Check out the book trailer video here.  

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23347746-all-we-have-left
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27161156-hillbilly-elegy?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33413128-beartown?from_search=true
https://youtu.be/8gnEoB_uuUc


 

Educated 
By Tara Westover 
 
“Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first 
time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society 
that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one to 
intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When another brother 
got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for 
knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to 
Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled 
too far, if there was still a way home.” (Amazon) 
 
Check out Bill Gates’s discussion with the author here. 

 
 
  

https://www.gatesnotes.com/Books/Educated


 

11th Grade Titles 

Junior Theme: Fitting Into America 

 

Kindred 
by Octavia Butler 
 
Historical Science Fiction? This is it! Follow a women from current times through her 
unexplained time travel into slavery. Octavia Butler is a respected writer and doesn't 
disappoint in this book. 
 
Recommended by Lesley Nagle, English Teacher 
 
Check out the book trailer video here or the  GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Small Great Things 
by Jodi Picoult 
 
It explores race in a meaningful, nuanced, and thoughtful way. 
 
Recommended by Katie Alter, Special Education Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Devil in the White City 
By Erik Larson 
 
The World’s Fair in Chicago, 1893 and a gruesome serial killer come together in this 
riveting true story, a thriller through and through. 
 
Recommended by Dan Otahal, Social Studies 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 
 

 

The Wright Brothers 
by David McCullough 
 
This book shows what focused, hard-working Americans can do with some initiative and 
passion. 
 
Recommended by Chris Korfist, Social Studies Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

https://youtu.be/PAt16DYIH5k
https://youtu.be/PAt16DYIH5k
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/60931.Kindred
http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1654479518?book_show_action=true&from_review_page=1
http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1654479518?book_show_action=true&from_review_page=1
https://youtu.be/i4GKOfhDY4s
http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1168501009?book_show_action=true&from_review_page=1
http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1168501009?book_show_action=true&from_review_page=1


 

The Book of Unknown Americans 
By Cristina Henriquez 
 
This novel authored by a Hinsdale resident follows the turbulent path of the Rivera family, 
who came to America following a freak accident, with hopes that improved health care 
and specialized schools would be able to repair the traumatic brain injury that resulted 
from the accident. Upon their arrival in America, the Riveras are greeted warmly by other 
Hispanic-American immigrants like themselves, while also facing the harsh realities of 
poverty and prejudice that many immigrants face when coming to this country. The novel 
gives a voice to the varied experiences -- full of both hope and heartbreak -- of a rising 
demographic in our American community. It is a beautifully written page-turner. 
 
Recommended by Gina Chandler, English Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

The Underground Railroad 
by Colson Whitehead 
 
The story of recently escaped slaves Cora and Caesar keeps the reader traveling with 
them—What will they encounter each step of the way in the Underground Railroad? Who 
will they meet or be chased by, along the way? Will they ever find their destination? It 
transports the reader back in time to the Pre-Civil War experience. Anyone who 
appreciates historical fiction will enjoy this 2017 Pulitzer Prize winner. 
 
Recommended by Kim Williams, English Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

American Street 
by Ibi Zoboi 
 
Moved from Haiti to Detroit by her mother who gets detained by immigration, Fabiola 
navigates a strange world and faces tough times and tougher choices.  
 
Recommended by Kerrin Riley, Library 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 
 

 

The Devil’s Highway 
by Luis Alberto Urrea 
 
The true story of what happens to men who try to cross the border at the most dangerous 
part.  This book is a national bestseller and Pulitzer Prize finalist. 
 
Recommended by Stephanie Hiffman, English 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1002181150?book_show_action=true&from_review_page=1
http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1002181150?book_show_action=true&from_review_page=1
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30555488-the-underground-railroad?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30555488-the-underground-railroad?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30256109-american-street
https://youtu.be/8Tc_64eWIY0


 

A Visit From the Goon Squad 
by Jennifer Egan 
 
Jennifer Egan’s Pulitzer-winning rock and roll novel A Visit from the Goon Squad features 
a large cast of characters and 13 interrelated chapters/stories (including one in 
PowerPoint layout about mid-song pauses in great rock tunes!).  It is a daring book about 
what time does to identity, memory, fame, and friendship, and it is as bold and addictive 
as rock music itself.  
 
Recommended by Erin Landry, English Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 
 

 

Turtles All the Way Down 
By John Green 
 
Like many of Green’s novels, this one features a teen character that finds herself at the 
center of unraveling a mystery.  The difference here is that the protagonist struggles with 
anxiety.  Her compelling voice takes the reader through love, friendship, mystery, and 
what it is like to contend with her own difficult thoughts. 
 
Recommended by Will Ejzak, English 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7331435-a-visit-from-the-goon-squad?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7331435-a-visit-from-the-goon-squad?ac=1&from_search=true
https://youtu.be/0Oo16llXHIQ


12th Grade Titles 

Senior Theme: Looking Beyond Yourself 
 

 

David and Goliath 
by Malcolm Gladwell 
 
Prolific author Malcolm Gladwell pens another riveting nonfiction piece.  This time, he 
explores how underdogs have certain advantages in life. 
 
Recommended by Myles Laffey, Library 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 
 

 

The Energy Bus  
by Jon Gordon 
 
Gordon writes this nonfiction book about the power of approaching life with positive 
energy. 
 
Recommended by Nick Latorre, Business 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 
 

 

The Art of Racing in the Rain 
by Garth Stein 
 
“A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, 
and hope, The Art of Racing in the Rain is a beautifully crafted and captivating look at the 
wonders and absurdities of human life...as only a dog could tell it”  (Goodreads.com) 
 
Recommended by Cherise Lopez, English 
 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

 

The Round House 
by Louise Erdrich 
 
A highly engaging mystery and coming-of-age story that also draws attention to some of 
the deep wounds caused by the marginalization of Native Americans. 
 
Recommended by Heather Fehrman, English Teacher 
 
Check out the book trailer video here. 

https://youtu.be/0KsN9Qfnr6Y
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/81107.The_Energy_Bus
https://youtu.be/bifA79yC_Vo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1lTAuc-GYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1lTAuc-GYg


 

Grit 
By Angela Duckworth 

 
A psychologist takes the reader through a special formula of passion and perseverance 
she sees as the key to success. 
 
Recommended by Chris Billie, English 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 
 

 

The Upcycle: Beyond Sustainability - Designing for 
Abundance 
by William McDonough 
 
We’ve all been taught for years that we should do our part to save the Earth.  We should 
recycle, minimize and aim for sustainability.  The authors of this book, an architect and a 
chemist, argue that those are flawed goals.  Instead, we should “design for abundance” 
and “rethink the way we make things.”  Instead of designing things to be thrown away, we 
should design them to be a permanent part of our ecosystem.  From SUV’s to gum 
wrappers to the book itself, Upcycle, showcases real examples of design that allow 
humans to live abundant lives without ruining the planet. 
 
Recommended by Michael Palmquist, English Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Little Bee 
by Chris Cleave 
 
A haunting novel about the tenuous friendship that blooms between two disparate 
strangers---one an illegal Nigerian refugee, the other a recent widow from suburban 
London-- Little Bee showcases Cleave’s firm grasp of human nature and his unsparing 
disdain for injustice. 
 
Recommended by Kristine Pohlman, World Languages Teacher 
 
Check out the book trailer video here or the GoodReads.com book review here. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27213329-grit
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16066814-the-upcycle?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16066814-the-upcycle?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-LDNyX8_8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-LDNyX8_8M
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6948436-little-bee?from_search=true


 

The Orphan Master’s Son 
by Adam Johnson 
 
This book was chilling and memorable, illustrating what life in North Korea might be like 
for the average person. What it does best is help us get into the head of a North Korean 
citizen, especially in understanding how and why they continue the facade of idolizing the 
government. Even though it is fiction, I really understood life in N. Korea better as a result 
of this novel, and I highly recommend it to anyone with curiosity about this unusual 
country or a love of historical-ish fiction. 
 
Recommended by Yulia Kapelnikova, English Teacher 
 
Check out the book trailer video here or the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Stories of Your Life and Others 
by Ted Chiang 
 
This collection of short stories is varied and engaging. The author creates intellectually 
intriguing plotlines and stories that made me want to discuss them with someone else. 
 
Recommended by Alisha McCloud, World Languages Teacher 
 
Check out the GoodReads.com book review here. 

 

Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College Town 
by Jon Krakauer 
 
This book challenges one’s views of rape, college party culture, higher education, and the 
judicial system. Chilling and sometimes disturbing, Missoula is a must read for all 
college-bound seniors.  
 
Sarah Scholz, English Teacher 
 
Check out a PBS Newshour interview with the author about the book here.  Watch a CBS 
This Morning discussion and interview with the author here.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vx0eAfegTjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vx0eAfegTjg
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11529868-the-orphan-master-s-son?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/223380.Stories_of_Your_Life_and_Others
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/223380.Stories_of_Your_Life_and_Others
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0R6BAHGf418
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0R6BAHGf418
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGl9K20QCgs

