
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING   
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

 
Call to Order:   Trustee Goel called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

In Attendance: Director Lori Craft, Trustees Derfiny, Goel, Gupta, Jablonski, Kilens, Quinonez, and 
Swanton 

 

Absent:  None 
 

Public Attendees: None 
 

Minutes: The Board reviewed the minutes from the August 17, 2021 Board Meeting.  Trustee Derfiny moved 
to approve the minutes; unanimously approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: The Board reviewed the Transaction Detail Report through August, 2021 and discussed 
professional fees.    

 
Report of Library Affairs:  

• Director Craft reported that in August, the Library checked out 9025 physical items (5345 were 
checkouts; 3680 were renewals) and 1527 digital items. Overall, the August checkouts in 2021 were 
10,552 compared to 8353 items in 2020 and 10,502 items in 2019. Director Craft asked the SWAN 
consortium if it could produce a report that would show the number of unique library card numbers 
used to check out items at the Library each day for the month, and a report was provided.  In August, 
the total was 1371. The Board discussed also receiving the total of unique library cards used to check 
out items by month (as opposed to days) to help measure growth in patron’s use of the Library. 
Director Craft indicated she would start compiling these stats.  
 

• After re-posting the Circulation Associate position, the Library has offered the position to an individual 
who has accepted and will start October 6.  
 

• The library received its FY2021 Illinois Public Library Per Capita Grant in the amount of $12,496.20. 
 

• In 2021, the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) received $135 million in funding to assist 
humanities and cultural organization affected by the COVID-19 pandemic as part of the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARP). As the state affiliate for the NEH, Illinois Humanities will redistribute more than 
$1,000,000 to humanities and cultural nonprofits across Illinois. 
 

Director Craft applied for two grants offered by Illinois Humanities. Director Craft reported that the 
Library has been awarded $10,000 through an Illinois Humanities COVID-19 Emergency Relief and 
Recovery General Operating Support Grant. The Library has not yet received the money. 
 

• The SWAN consortium will be switching to the Aspen Discovery platform for the SWAN libraries’ online 
public catalog as an alternative to the current discovery platform, Enterprise. This will change the look 
of the Library’s online catalog but will have similar functionality and grouped item results. The new 
catalog will go live on Monday, October 25. The old catalog will still be accessible by clicking on a 
“Search the Classic Catalog” link through April 2022. The Library’s link to the new catalog will be 
31TUhttps://cns.swanlibraries.net U31T.  

 
Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Derfiny provided the Buildings and Grounds update: 

• Trustee Derfiny has inventoried old and unused shelving in the Library.  There are over 50 wooden 
shelves and over 125 metal shelves of varying sizes.  He indicated that the next steps will be to discard 

https://cns.swanlibraries.net/
https://cns.swanlibraries.net/


wooden shelving elements, either through donation or disposal.  Various dumpster services have been 
contacted. Metal shelving will be organized and either kept for spare use, donation or disposal.   
 

Unfinished Business:   
• Director Craft presented the Board with the draft print of the 2021 Clarendon Hills Public Library 

Survey and stated that the Survey will be inserted in the Clarendon Hills Courier in an October issue. 
The Library will print 4,000 copies.  Print copies of the Survey will also be available in the Library and an 
online version will be emailed to patrons who have signed up for Library emails. The Survey will close 
on December 19, 2021 and Director Craft explained to the Board how the Survey information will be 
tabulated and comments will be processed.  The Board also reviewed the Children’s Survey which will 
be available in print form in the Children’s Area of the Library. There was a discussion about the 
questions in the Survey.  The final edit of the Survey would be sent to the printer on or about 
September 24, 2021.  
 

• Director Craft indicated that the after-hours holds pickup lockers will soon be available to hold library 
materials for up to seven days for patrons as opposed to only overnight. Staff is discussing the best 
ways to handle this change and will update the posted locker information when specifics are ironed 
out. 

 
Adjournment:  Trustee Gupta moved to adjourn the Meeting and the Motion passed unanimously.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:04 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by Valli Gupta 
 


