
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING   

Tuesday, July 20, 2021 
 

Call to Order:   Trustee Goel called the meeting to order at 7:01PM 
 

In Attendance: Director Lori Craft, Trustees Derfiny, Goel, Gupta, Jablonski, Quinonez, and Swanton 
 

Absent:  Trustee Kilens 
 

Public Attendees: None 
 

Minutes: The Board reviewed the minutes from the June 15, 2021 Board Meeting. Trustee Derfiny moved to 
approve the minutes; unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The Board reviewed the Transaction Detail Report through June 2021. Director Craft 
indicated that FY2020 annual financial report will be filed with the county offices. 
 
Report of Library Affairs:  

• Director Craft reported that in June, the library checked out 8145 physical items (5605 library 
checkouts; 2540 renewals) and 1343 digital items. Overall, June checkouts in 2021 were 9488 
compared to 9137 items in 2020 and 11,064 items in 2019. 
 

• After posting the 23-24 hour Circulation Associate opening on June 7, Director Craft interviewed 6 
candidates. The job was offered to a candidate, who subsequently indicated that she could no longer 
accept the position. The library may need to post the position again.  
 

• The library received a letter from the Secretary of State indicating that the library has been awarded 
$12,496.20 in grant money through the FY2021 Illinois Library Per Capita Grant. The grant money 
should be received later this year. Last year, the library received $10,590.00 from the FY2020 Illinois 
Library Per Capita Grant. 
 

• Trustee Goel had asked Director Craft how the library is handling the cost of providing extra digital 
content (ebooks, etc.) during the pandemic and whether that is cutting into the budget for physical 
books and other physical library materials? And, if so, how will the library address this when the 
pandemic is over? Director Craft explained that the money for digital content comes out of a different 
budget line than physical items. Digital content is part of the databases budget line. Some 
underperforming reference databases were not renewed so that additional money could be spent on 
digital content. 

 
Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Derfiny provided the Buildings and Grounds update: 

• On June 16: Trustee Derfiny inventoried outdated/unused electronics in the library attic. 
• On June 17: Trustee Derfiny delivered as a library donation to Goodwill Store and Donation Center in 

Downers Grove: 3 PC Computers, 8 Monitors, 6 Printers, 5 Keyboards, 5 Mice, 10 power cables, and 6 
Cisco VOIP phone sets.  

• On June 18: Trustee Derfiny identified 1.5 cubic yards boxes/packing for the outdated/obsolete 
electronics and broke-down and consolidated old packaging and prepped for garbage pick-up.  

• On June 19: Trustee Derfiny received and installed a replacement lock for holds pick-up locker. 
 

This month, Trustee Derfiny will work with Director Craft to identify and segregate unused surplus 
shelving for donation. 



Unfinished Business:   
• After Hours Holds Pick-up Lockers: The library has received positive feedback from multiple patrons 

regarding this new offering. The Board discussed how the lockers are to be used. Trustee Quinonez 
indicated that it would be helpful for patrons to be able to text the library, rather than having to call, to 
request books be placed in the lockers. Director Craft will investigate the ability to do that.     
 

• Architect Engagement: Director Craft indicated that she has not heard back from Architect Rick 
McCarthy on the questions she had posed to him after the June 15th Board Meeting. Director Craft 
indicated that she also contacted one other architect to obtain another opinion.  Director Craft asked 
the Board to confirm whether the Board envisioned a building project in the near term or the future. 
The Board then discussed various factors that will affect the decision-making process, including:  the 
life of and space used by the current HVAC system, the possible parameters of new building space, the 
amount of funds available for a capital improvement, community input through survey, the niche the 
library serves in our community compared to the much larger libraries in other neighboring suburbs, 
and the timing of shutting down the library for capital improvements. 
 

• Phase 5 Status: Director Craft indicated that patrons appear to be happy with the library’s return to 
normal hours. The library signage indicates that while fully vaccinated individuals may enter without a 
mask, those who are not yet vaccinated are required to wear masks. Patrons appear to be following 
the request (based on perceived ages of the individuals coming into the library). 
 

New Business: 
• Community Survey: Director Craft asked what time frame the Board would like to send out the 

community survey about the library. After discussion, the Board recommended that October is a good 
time to send out the community survey.  In the past, the community survey was sent to each home in 
Clarendon Hills with a pre-paid returned envelope, was available as a handout in the library, and could 
be completed online using Survey Monkey. The Board did not seem to think the library would need to 
mail them out, but could have surveys available at the library and online with links going out in email 
blasts and texts. The Survey Committee agreed to meet on Tuesday, August 10 at 7 pm at the library to 
discuss further. Director Craft, Trustees Goel and Quinonez are the members of the Survey Committee.  
 

Adjournment:  Trustee Derfiny moved to adjourn the Meeting and the Motion passed unanimously.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
 
Submitted by Valli Gupta 
 
 
 


