
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Special Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, May 11, 2020 

 

Call to Order: Trustee Tuisl called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.  
 
In attendance: Director Lori Craft; Trustees Arendt, Derfiny, Goel, Kealy, Kilens, Tarver and Tuisl.  
There were no public attendees. 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the April 8, 2019 Special Meeting were reviewed. Trustee Tarver motioned for 
minutes to be accepted; passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The library has had slightly lower expenses for the year than expected (29.1% actual 
versus 33.3% expected). Even if the library should receive its property tax money late, the library has enough 
savings to cover its expenses this fiscal year. 
 
Report of Library Affairs: 
 

• Library staff are completing some of their hours from home. Staff were required to watch webinars to 
fulfill their sexual harassment training and personal protection equipment training requirements. 
 

• Director Craft and Lucy Tarabour prepared for the fieldwork portion of the library’s annual audit by 
preparing financial reports, providing relevant policy/procedure documentation, and scanning the 
necessary invoices/information to the library’s auditing firm, Sikich, Inc. Sikich should have a first draft 
of the FY2019 audit report by August with a final report in September.  
 

• The Summer Reading Challenge (Once Upon a Time in Clarendon Hills) will be exclusively online this 
year. For every 10 days that kids’ read for at least 15 minutes/day, they will earn one entry into a 
drawing for eight $25 gift cards to Clarendon Hills businesses. Adults will earn one entry for every book 
they read for a chance to win $50 in “Clarendon Hills Bucks” and a $50 Amazon gift card. Adult patrons 
not wanting to use the online platform, can submit a paper log by mail or put it in the book drop. The 
library team will survey participants after the summer to determine if people might be more interested in 
more $5 gift cards rather than $25 gift cards. 
 

• The group discussed abolishing fines for the library. The library patrons generate three to four thousand 
dollars in late fees annually. Patrons would still be charged for the cost of a book and a $5 processing 
fee for any book not returned after 42 days. We may need to consider a book limit if we go fine-free. 
 

Business and Grounds:  
• The HVAC filter replacement will be scheduled in the next couple of weeks. 

 

• Alarm testing is planned for the end of May or early June. 
 

• Trustee Derfiny will do some painting retouches soon. 
 

• Landscaping has started again for the spring season by Oburrdale Landscaping. The Friends of the 
Library Gardening Committee have also been working on the garden (deadheading, weeding, etc.). 
 

 
 



New Business:  
• Phase One of Re-opening: Contactless Holds Pickup 

o The library may enter the first phase of library services after the shelter-in-place order as early as 
June 1st, pending the governor’s planned announcement about next steps. Patrons could order 
materials online. The library staff would notify the patron when the materials are available for 
pickup. Patrons could drop off any materials that are due in the book drop and pick up their 
requested materials from a table outside the library’s front door. This phase is expected to last for 
at least a month. 
 

o Interlibrary loans of materials will still not occur. Patrons can request specific books to be 
purchased rather than requesting interlibrary loans. 
 

o Once the governor makes a decision about the stay-at-home order, the library will update the 
website and ping the mailing list (about 900 addresses), post the news on social media and a 
press release that will be picked up by the Clarendon Courier. Director Craft is considering a 
post with flyers outside the library front door. 
 

• Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) – The Board agreed that the current family/medical leave 
policy needs to be tweaked to include more wording from the actual FMLA of 1993. Director Craft will 
have the content reviewed by Trustee Kearny before the next meeting. 
 

• Trustee Derfiny motioned to cancel the May 19th meeting. The motion passed unanimously. Unless 
Director Craft feels otherwise, the Board will plan to meet again on June 16th. 

 
Trustee Arendt motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:07 PM.  
 
Submitted by Anupam Goel 


