
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020 
 
Call to Order: Trustee Tuisl called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.  
 
In attendance: Director Lori Craft; Trustees Arendt, Derfiny, Goel, Gupta, Kealy, Kilens, and Tuisl. 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the September 15, 2020 Board meeting were reviewed. Trustee Kealy 
motioned for minutes to be accepted; passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The Board reviewed the financial reports for September 2020. The library has 
received 94% of its expected revenue for the year and has spent 62.5% of expected expenditures. 
 
Report of Library Affairs: 

• Library use continues to be steady, but staff still have not needed to make anyone wait 
outside before entering the library due to capacity limits. In September, 6866 physical items 
(3921were checkouts; 2945 were renewals) and 1490 digital items were checked out. 

• To fill the open Head of Circulation Services position, the library promoted current employee, 
Sheri Bush. To fill the opening left by Sheri being promoted and by Elizabeth Fries-Morrissey 
leaving, the library hired AJ DeGraff and Bethany LeMesurier as our new Circulation 
Associates.  

• On July 29, the Illinois Municipal League (IML) filed a lawsuit against the Illinois State Board 
of Elections (SBE) to determine if the unfunded mandate to close governmental offices for 
Election Day on November 3, 2020, applies to municipalities. The mandate was included in 
Public Act 101 which passed during the General Assembly’s Special Session in May. On June 
12, IML sent a request to the sponsors of the legislation to determine its applicability to 
municipalities. Additionally, on July 14, IML sent a similar request directly to SBE. Neither the 
legislative sponsors nor SBE provided any official clarification. On October 16, Sangamon 
County Circuit Court Judge Raylene D. Grischow ruled in favor of IML and its members 
stating that ambiguity existed in the state’s enactment of a law to close “all government 
offices.” The declaratory judgment establishes that the mandate to close government offices 
on Election Day does not apply to municipalities. The decision gives each municipality the 
independent discretion to determine if their offices should or should not be closed on Election 
Day. Therefore, the library will be open on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. 

 
Business and Grounds:  

• Davey Tree will be planting a tree later this month on the library’s front lawn to replace the tree 

that was removed due to fire blight. 

• The library’s electric water heater needs to be replaced. Director Craft is waiting for a quote 

from Stephens Plumbing. 

 
Unfinished Business:  
The library had planned on conducting a community survey in early 2021. The Board agreed to 

postpone the survey until after the pandemic is over. 

New Business:  

• An employee was exposed to COVID-19 and ultimately tested positive for the coronavirus. The 
employee is in isolation and staff who were in close contact with the affected staff member are 
in quarantine. An executive decision was made to close the library building to the public for two 
weeks (October 19 - October 31) for public safety and staffing reasons. Library users can pick 



up materials during those 2 weeks through contactless pickup. The building should re-open to 
the public on Monday, November 2. Given the rise in infections in DuPage County, the Board 
will assess library in-person visitation based on the Governor Pritzker’s orders, the Illinois 
Department of Health and the CDC. Due to the pandemic, the Christmas Walk has been 
canceled this year. 

• The Board discussed holiday closings for 2021. Eleven dates were proposed: 
o January 1 
o February 15 
o May 31 
o July 5 
o September 6 
o November 25, 26 
o December 24, 25, 27, 31 

     Trustee Arendt motioned to accept the dates as proposed. The motion passed unanimously. 

• There are five trustees whose terms will end in April 2021. The trustees will need to determine 
if they plan to run again by mid-December to get listed on the ballot. Having served 2 terms, 
Trustees Tuisl and Kealy could still run but without caucus support (the caucus only endorses 
individuals for two terms, but there is no statutory term limit for library board members). 
Trustees Arendt and Goel are up for a four-year term. Trustee Gupta would run for a two-year 
term to finish an incomplete term. 
 

Trustee Arendt motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:49 PM.  
 
Submitted by Anupam Goel 


