
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C L A R E N D O N  H I L L S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y

BOOKS, BYTES & BEYOND

L I B R A R Y  H O U R S

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  9:30 am – 9:00 pm
Wednesday & Friday:  9:30 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday:  9:30 am – 4:00 pm

Volume 13, Issue 2 December 2016 - February 2017



R indicates registration is required.  Register at 
www.clarendonhillslibrary.org or call 630-323-8188. § indicates 

program is sponsored by The Friends of the Library.

INTRODUCTION TO MEDITATION R

Monday, December 12, 7 pm

Meditation and yoga instructor Lisa Sparagna will join us 
for a meditation class and help you connect to your calm. 
Lisa will discuss what meditation is, how it works and how 
to start practicing at home. Attendees will then be guided 
through a variety of meditations to reconnect to a place of 
deep relaxation. This program is best suited toward adults 
and teens.

HOW TO USE MORNINGSTAR 
Monday, February 6, 4 pm 

Join a representative from Morningstar for an overview of the 
company’s database, Morningstar Investment Research Center. 
It is an easy to navigate database to help both novice and 
veteran investors reach their investment goals. It’s the one-
stop tool for collecting financial information, getting reliable 
portfolio analysis, learning about investment options and 
getting the most up-to-date financial news commentary.

OPERA LECTURE R §

Eugene Onegin 
Thursday, February 23, 7 pm

Join us for a discussion of Eugene Onegin, a compel-
ling story with sublime music, including beautiful 
solos, duets and a famous waltz piece. The plot of 
the opera echoes a time in composer Peter Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky’s own life, a time of misery for both him 
and the young woman who loves him. In the opera, 
Tatiana writes a letter to Eugene, telling him she loves 
him, but he says he cannot love her in return. The 
opera is all about the disastrous results that ensue 
because of this.

MAKE & TAKE: SUGAR SCRUB R§ 
Thursday, January 12, 7 pm

Dawn Duffy of Healing Hands will lead this Make & Take 
session, where you will take home a sugar scrub. Enjoy 
the gift of relaxation in a calming atmosphere and make a 
relaxing, natural, pampering product to take home. Each 
sugar scrub will be scented with a therapeutic essential oil.  
This event will be capped at 20 people. 

DROP-IN BOOK PAGE 
ORNAMENT
Monday, December 19

Drop in to the Adult Department 
and make a book page ornament 
for your tree!  We will supply 
everything you will need to 
create this novel keepsake.  Also, 
it makes a great gift for your 
book loving friends!

EFFECTIVE PARENTING 
STRATEGIESR 
Monday, January 23, 7 pm

Alexandra Petrohilos, LCPC, will 
discuss effective parenting strat-
egies. The workshop will consist 
of information, strategies and 
tools that parents can use with 
their children including positive 
reinforcement,  negotiating 
screen time and co-parenting 
strategies. After the presenta-
tion, Alexandra will have a question and answer period for 
parents.

HAMILTON’S WOMEN R 
Tuesday, February 7, 7 pm

Are you a fan of the musical 
‘Hamilton’? Join us and learn 
more about the women of 
Hamilton, including Alexan-
der’s wife, Elizabeth Schuyler 
Hamilton. Actress and scholar 
Leslie Goddard will bring Eliz-
abeth to life as we meet her 
sisters Angelica and Peggy, 
and discuss the complicated 
relationships with Hamilton and the other men in her life. You 
don’t need to have seen the show ‘Hamilton’ but it will bring 
the history behind the show alive!

THANK YOU FOR AN AMAZING YEAR OF PROGRAMS!

CHRISTMAS WALK 
Friday, December 2, 6 to 8 pm 
Please note: The library is open 2 extra hours for the Christmas 
Walk in addition to our normal Friday hours of 9:30 am-5 pm.

You’ll want to make the library your first stop on this year’s 
Clarendon Hills Christmas Walk.  From 6:30 to 7 pm, we’ll be 
serenaded by the talented children of the Prospect School 
Chorus, and you can join in for a sing-along, too!

There will also be homemade treats and amnesty on 
overdue fines for Clarendon Hills Library-owned items. 
Happy holidays to all!

COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE

Need to warm up this winter?  The library 
offers complimentary coffee in the mag-
azine area from 9:30 am - 1:00 pm, Mon-
days-Fridays.  So come in, relax, and read 
the paper with a warm cup of java!
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Adult Programs



Book Discussion Groups
THURSDAY NIGHT READERS
Thursday, December 8    
7 pm

The Cuckoo’s Calling  
by Robert Galbraith

Thursday, January 12 
7 pm

The Paris Architect 
 by Charles Belfoure

Thursday, February 9 
7 pm

The Nightingale 
by Kristin Hannah

THE GAME’S AFOOT MYSTERY GROUP
No December Meeting Monday, January 16 

7pm 
The Girl on the Train 
by Paula Hawkins

Monday,  February 13  
7 pm

Monkeewrench 
by P. J. Tracy

KAY CARLSON BOOK GROUP
Wednesday, December  7 
10 am

The Woman Who Walked in 
Sunshine 
by Alexander McCall Smith

No January Meeting No February Meeting

Movies at the Library

NO MOVIE  
IN DECEMBER

ROMAN HOLIDAY (1953)

January 30, 1:30 pm

Starring Audrey Hepburn and 
Gregory Peck. Not rated.

Run Time:1 hour 57 minutes.

SHAWSHANK  
REDEMPTION (1994)

February 27, 1:30 pm 
Starring Tim Robbins and 
Morgan Freeman. Rated R.

Run Time: 2 hours 22 min-
utes.

PHOENIX WRITERS’ GROUP
No December Meeting 
Saturdays: January 28 and February 25 
Noon - 3:45 pm

New writers are always welcome at this established group 
regardless of genre.  Come and get advice, support and 
encouragement from your fellow wordsmiths.
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NEW LIBRARY WEBSITE
The library’s 
new website 
is live!  What 
makes the new 
website so 
great?

• It highlights 
the library’s 
digital content 
such as ebooks, 
emagazines, 
and emusic.  

Right on the home page of the website is a “Digital Collection” 
bar with links to how to use our digital offerings.

• You can find out what’s new in the library’s circulating 
materials collection.  There are now New Materials pages for 
adults, teens, and kids. You can easily see what new books, 
new feature film DVDs, new TV Shows on DVD, and new CDs 
the library has added to its collection.

• You have the opportunity to provide more feedback to the 
library.  Through easy-to-use online forms, you can suggest an 
item for the library to purchase, evaluate programs you have 
attended at CHPL, suggest programs or program topics you 
would like to see at the library, and contact a specific library 
department with a question or concern.

• It’s mobile device friendly.  The website will adjust to your 
mobile device and keep a reasonable text size so you do not 
have to expand the screen (cutting off other information) just 
to read the website content.

We hope you check out the library’s new website at  
www.clarendonhillslibrary.org!

Adult Programs Library News
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY COOKBOOK AND 
BAKE SALE 
Monday, February 13, 9:30 am to 7 pm

Did you know that February is “Love Your Library” Month?  You 
can show your love by coming to the Friend’s Cookbook and 
Bake Sale in the library’s Meeting Room and purchasing your 
choice of cookbooks donated by community members and 
delicious treats baked by the Friends.  Showing your library 
love has never tasted so sweet!  All proceeds will go to sup-
porting the library.  

MORNINGSTAR INVESTMENT RESEARCH  
CENTER
Make a resolution in 2017 to be more financially savvy and 
use the library’s Morningstar financial database to help! 
Morningstar offers real-time access to comprehensive data 
and independent analysis on thousands of investments, 
including mutual funds, stocks, exchange-traded funds, 
and closed-end funds. This powerful financial tool offers the 
portfolio building tools, stock charts, industry information, 
and investment education you need to make informed 
investment decisions.  To use Morningstar, click on the Re-
search >> Research Resources link on the library’s website.  
Access is limited to one remote user and one in the library 
building user at a time. 
To learn more about using this product, attend our How 
to Use Morningstar program on February 6. See page 2 for 
more program details. 

FIND BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS THROUGH 
THE SWAN CATALOG & NOVELIST
Winter is the perfect time to curl up under a blanket and 
read a good book. But what if you are having a hard time 
finding a book that appeals to you? Did you know that you 
can use the library’s online SWAN Catalog to help you find 
books to read based on books that you have previously 
enjoyed?  

To do this:

•Search the SWAN Catalog for a book you liked.  

•Bring up that book’s record by clicking on its title.

•Scroll down the book’s record until you see the list of copies 
that each SWAN library owns.  

•To the right of the Copies tab are other tabs: Summary, 
Reviews, Excerpts, and Novelist Recommendations.  Click on 
the Novelist Recommendations tab.

•You will now see a list of titles and authors that you might 
also like based on the same appeal factors of the book you 
previously enjoyed.

If you want even more book recommendations, you can 
also go to the library’s website and click on Research >> 
Research Resources >> Novelist Plus and go directly to 
Novelist, a database that lets you search for a good book by 
plot summary, author, title or subject, as well as, find read-
alikes, reviews, author biographies and even book discussion 
guides.  



R Please register beginning December 1 at 
www.clarendonhillslibrary.org or call 630-323-8188.

§ indicates program is sponsored by 
The Friends of the Library.

R.E.A.D. TO
THE DOGSR

The First 
Thursday of 
Each Month

6:30 - 7:30 pm

January 5 Sign up January 3

February 2  Sign up January 30

March 2  Sign up February 27

Improve your reading skills and make a new friend by 
reading aloud to a therapy dog.  The dogs and handlers are 
provided by the Hinsdale Humane Society.  Readers in K – 
5th Grade can sign up for a 15-minute time slot beginning 
the Monday prior to the meeting date. 

FAMILY LEGO NIGHT
December 15, January 19, 
February 16, 7 pm

Calling all Lego fans...let’s see 
what you can create with our 
Legos! Make a Lego creation 
based on a theme. All creations 
will be put on display in the 
Library. Geared for families with 
children 3 years old and up.

For the Little Ones
YOGA THROUGH STORIES WITH MISS 
CARAR§

Tuesday, December 6 & Tuesday, February 21 
10 am, for toddlers (2-3 years old with adult)

Stretch your child’s body and imagination! Children’s 
yoga instructor Cara Ross will integrate yoga poses for 
kids into stories and songs.  Child-size yoga mats will be 
provided.  Wear comfortable, stretchy clothes.

STORY TIMES
January 9 - February 16

Baby Time: Tuesdays, 10 am

45-minute program for children from birth through 18 
months and their caregiver featuring rhymes, songs, 
books and a play time at the end.

LapSit: Wednesdays, 10 am 

45-minute program for children 3 years of age and 
younger with an adult companion featuring stories, 
songs, activities and a play time at the end.

Preschool: Thursdays, 10:30 am OR 2 pm

30-minute program for children 3 to 5 years old featuring 
stories, songs and activities.  Adult caregivers must 
remain in the library.  Feel free to browse or play with 
younger siblings while your preschooler attends story 
time.

TINY TOT ARTR

January 9 - February 13 
Mondays, 10 am OR 11 am

Come with your tiny tot for songs, a story and an art 
project.  For ages 18-30 months with an adult.

PRESCHOOL ART 
December 16, January 20, February 17, 10 am 

Join us for a creative story time for children ages 3-5 with 
their caregivers.  We will read a story and then do a craft 
project inspired by the book.  

ELECTION DAY RESULTS 
The children have voted for their 
favorite book character and the  
winner (for his second term) is  
Pigeon!  Thank you to all of those 
who came out to vote on Election 
Day!
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Children’s Programs

CHILDREN’S THEATRE OF WESTERN SPRINGS PRESENTS STORYVILLE R §

Saturday, February 4, 2 pm

Storyville is a 45-minute, one-act production that opens with a wise woman carrying a large book. She opens it and 
shares her many stories with the audience. They all begin with “Once upon a time,” and end with the characters living 
happily ever after. The problem is, all the characters want to tell their story at once! The audience will enjoy seeing familiar 
characters on stage asking for crowd participation. The fun continues until the wise woman closes her book and says, “The 
end.”  

ELF WEEK
DECEMBER 12-17
Find the Hidden Elves: All week elves will be hidden 
somewhere in the library.  The first two kids each day to find 
one and bring it to the Youth Services Desk will receive a prize!

Monday, December 12
Drop-In Craft Day:  Decorate your own elf hat!

Tuesday, December 13, 10 am OR 7 pm
Elf Story Time:  Drop in for elf stories, rhymes and activities for 
ages 2-6.

Wednesday, December 14, 10 am
Special showing of Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas:   
Come watch this 40-minute musical cartoon adaptation of the 
well-known movie about Buddy, a human raised in the North 
Pole who goes to New York to find his family.  

Thursday, December 15, 7 pm R

Elf BalloonWorkshop: Have some elfish fun by learning how 
to make a balloon elf hat and balloon candy cane!  Kids (and 
kids at heart) age 10 and over are welcome to attend.  Partici-
pants must already know how to tie a balloon. 

VALENTINE’S DAY CRAFT
Tuesday, February 14

All day long, anyone can drop  
by the library for a special  
Valentine’s Day craft!

LET’S PLAY GAMES!
Tuesday, January 3, 10 am - 12 pm

Come play an assortment of board, card and Wii games!  

SING, SING A  
SONG WITH  
LAURA DOHERTY R §

Wednesday, March 1 
10:30 am

For 1 – 6 year olds with 
their caregivers

Chicago favorite Laura 
Doherty acoustically 
rocks your kid’s world with breezy folk-pop tunes from her 
three Parent’s Choice award-winning CDs, Kids in the City, Shin-
ing Like a Star and In a Heartbeat, which features her adorable 
puppet friends Jazzasaurus, Pinky the Fish and Domingo the 
Flamingo! Laura will also be performing songs from her brand 
new Animal Tracks CD too. This upbeat, interactive concert 
will have kids dancing and clapping along to Laura’s original 
catchy tunes! 

MOVIE MATINEE:  
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS
Monday, January 16, 12:30 pm

Bring your own lunch and watch 
a movie on your day off! Children 
under 5 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Please note: We request peanut 
free lunches for our friends with food 
allergies.
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of Trustees meets the third Tuesday 
of every month at 7:00 pm in the 
meeting room. You are invited to 
attend.

Connect with us!

LIBRARY CLOSINGS
December 23-26   

Christmas Holiday

December 31 - January 2  
New Year’s Holiday

February 20  
Presidents’ Day
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Future Best-Sellers

Coming in December
Do Humankind’s Best Days Lie Ahead?  
by Malcolm Gladwell 
The Undoing Project  by Michael Lewis 

Coming in January
Fatal by John Lescroart
Never Never by James Patterson
The Mistress by Danielle Steele
Ring of Fire by Brad Taylor
Below the Belt by Stuart Woods  

Coming in February
Broken Glass by V.C. Andrews
Death of a Ghost by M.C. Beaton
Portraits of Courage by George W. Bush
Most Dangerous Place by James Grippando
Heartbreak Hotel by Jonathan Kellerman
My Not So Perfect Life by Sophie Kinsella
Humans, Bow Down by James Patterson
Echoes in Death by J.D. Robb

Look for these titles coming soon to the library by 
best-selling authors:

Recent Gifts & Memorials
Thank you to...
•The Friends of the Clarendon Hills Library for 
their hours of service in maintaining the library’s 
garden, providing treats for special events, 
coordinating fundraising efforts, and organizing 
and staffing book sales.  The Friends are truly a 
friend to the library!

•Lois Kessler for her donation to go towards the 
library’s collection.

Recommended Reading - Author Approved 
When best-selling author Elizabeth Berg visited the library, 
she let on that she was just as big a reader as she was a writer. 
Here are some books she recommended for people to enjoy: 

Vaclav & Lena by Haley Tanner

White Oleander by Janet Fitch

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson

Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell

The Book of Ruth by Jane Hamilton

Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith


